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The mercenaries, on the other hand, were neither followed nor supported.
For the Carthaginians that were behind them came not near to assist them in
the action, but stood like men who had lost all courage. At last, therefore,
the strangers turned their b?cks; and, thinking themselves manifestly to
have been deserted by their own friends, they fell, as they retired, upon the
Carthaginians that were behind, and killed them. Tha latter, however, fell
not. without a brave and vigorous defence; for, being thus unexpectedly
attacked, and compelled to fight both with their own mercenaries and the
Romans, they exerted their utmost efforts; and engaging with a frantic and
disordered rage, made a promiscuous slaughter of friends and enemies.
Amidst this confusion, the Hastati also were so pressed that they weio
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forced to break their ranks. But the leaders of the principes, perceiving
the disorder, brought up their troops close behind to support them; so that,
in the end, the greatest part of the Carthaginians and the mercenaries were
destroyed in the place, partly by themselves and partly by the Hastati.
Hannibal would not suffer the rest that escaped to be received into the third
line towards which they fled, but ordered the foremost ranks to point their
spears against them as they approached. They were forced, therefore, to
retire along the wings into the open plain.
As the whole ground that was between the forces that now remained was
covered with blood and slaughter and dead bodies, the Roman general was hi
no small degree perplexed, being apprehensive that this obstacle would pre-
vent him from obtaining a complete and perfect victory, For it seamed to
be no easy thing to lead on the troops, without breaking their ranks, over
bleeding and slippery carcasses, thrown one upon another, and over arms which
were scattered in confusion, and preposterously intermingled with the heaps
of the dead. Having ordered the wounded, how3ver, to be carried into tine